148

MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

it

Ferris as being elongate and parallel-sided, with a few long,
lateral hairs, the abdomen terminating in a pair of short,
hooked cerci and also a very small anal tube. The legs are
short. The adults are found under bark, in fungi, amongst
the rubbish at the bottom of haystacks, and occasionally in
granaries. They are presumably fungus-feeders in both
larval and adult stage.

There are eleven British species (Fowler).

1

COLYDIIDJE.
Mostly elongate and cylindrical. Antennae short and
clubbed, eight- to eleven-jointed. Tarsi four-jointed, simple.
Elytra covering abdomen. Five visible sternites, anterior
ones connate.
A family of some 600 species, with representatives in most
parts of the world.
These are small to moderate-sized beetles of varied form.
The majority of them are elongate and cylindrical. They
are usually black or dull brown of colour.
The antennae are usually ten- or eleven-jointed, but there
are a few species in which they are only eight-jointed. The
club in some cases is solid. The thorax and elytra are often
very markedly sculptured, in the same manner as many of
the Lathridiidce. The eyes are of moderate size, but one
species, Langelandia anophthalma, which lives always under-
ground, is blind.
The larvae of some species are known: that of Ditoma
crenata is elongate and linear, with all its segments of about
equal size, the last one terminating in a pair of short, horny
processes. The head is somewhat narrow and the legs short.
The adults live in fungi, old stumps and under bark of trees.
The members of one genera, Langelandia, live underground.
Others again, belonging to the genus Colydium, have been
found in the burrows of wood-boring beetles, where they
destroy the larvae.
The family has been classified by Sharp (Biol. Centr. Amer.
1894).
There are sixteen British species (Fowler).